
SUMMARY 
 
 

The United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC) was established in 2006 to replace 
the UN Commission on Human Rights and redress its shortcomings, especially regarding 
objectivity and politicization. Indonesia served two terms in the HRC: first as an initial 
member from 2006 for a one-year term, and second for a full three-year term from 2007 to 
2010. In 2011, Indonesia is planning to run for a third term of membership in the Council. 
To that end, Indonesia must convince again the General Assembly of its commitment to the 
highest standards of promotion and protection of human rights. Member States will assess 
Indonesia’s prior contribution to the HRC and progress in improving its human rights 
situation domestically. 

For that purpose, it is necessary for the civil society to have in hand a document 
outlining, first, Indonesia’s level of fulfillment of its voluntary pledges and commitments as 
well as recommendations from the UPR Working Group; second, a record of positions taken 
by Indonesia on important international human rights issues, both on thematic issues and 
country situations.  

On 12 April 2007, The Permanent Mission of Indonesia to the UN addressed the 
Indonesia’s Voluntary Pledges and Commitments to the President of the UNGA. There are at 
least 6 pledges and commitments at the national level. First, Indonesia pledged to 
advocating and promoting freedom of religion and tolerance. Second, strengthening 
institutional framework, including ensure the independent and empowerment of the National 
Human Rights Commission, and also pursue the empowerment of the newly established 
local human rights commissions at the provincial and district levels. Third, recognizing the 
important role of the free and dynamic press and critical role of the NGO. Fourth, Indonesia 
promised to continue the ratification of international instruments and the harmonization of 
domestic laws with international norms. Fifth, Indonesia would also maintain its active 
support for the protecting women’s rights and the rights of the child, particularly in the 
efforts to eliminate discrimination and violence against women, as well as its fight against 
human trafficking at the national, regional and international levels. Sixth, Indonesia 
pledged to the further strengthening of good governance and the rule of law, by enhancing 
the effectiveness of its legal institutions. 

Unfortunately, Indonesia has made progress only in one issue that is ratification of 
international instruments and the harmonization of domestic laws with international norms. 
From 2007 to 2010 Indonesia has ratified 5 human rights international instrument and 
enacted 2 laws in order to implement international law, despite Indonesia has not ratified 
yet several important human rights instruments such as Optional Protocol of the Convention 
against Torture. For the rest 5 issues, Indonesia did not make any progress, indeed in some 
aspects Indonesia moved backward, particularly in freedom of religions, strengthening 
engagement and partnership with civil society organization, and good government and the 
rule of law. 

Indonesia’s turn for UPR came in 2008, during the HRC’s First session, April 7 – 18th. 
The Government of Indonesia presented their national report. On the 10th meeting held on 
11 April 2008, the Working Group adopted the report on Indonesia. The Human Rights 
Council’s Universal Periodic Review Working Group reviewed the fulfillment of human rights 



obligations by Indonesia, during which 43 Council members and observers raised a number 
of issues pertaining to the human rights situation in the country. Furthermore, the Working 
Group also gave recommendation which formulated during the interactive dialogue and it 
has been examined by Indonesia. At national level, there were 6 recommendations in which 
Indonesia has fully filled only for one recommendation, i.e. to continue and provide 
additional training for law enforcement official, including prosecutors, polices and judges, as 
well as for security forces. For the other issues, there is not progress, especially for the 
protection of human rights defenders and combating impunity. 

During the time of Indonesia’s membership, the Council has run 14 sessions and 13 
special sessions, and produced 263 resolutions and 169 decisions included 12 resolutions 
and 2 decisions in the special session. Indonesia had had active role in sponsoring 
resolutions and decisions. During the tenure in the Council, Indonesia had been as one of 
the state sponsor for 60 resolutions and 6 decisions. Indonesia also was state co-sponsor for 
23 resolutions and 1 decision. More ever, Indonesia had active role in requesting special 
sessions, which require request from at least one-third of the Council members, to respond 
a certain human rights condition. Indonesia had signed request for 8 special sessions. 

But to know further about the role and position of Indonesia in promotion and 
protection of human rights, it will be analized to find whether Indonesia had played the 
same role and position on all aspect of human rights or are there any differences in 
Indonesia’s role and position for different issues or regions. 

There are two regions and several issues which will be looked. The two regions are 
Palestine and Myanmar. Furthermore, several human rights issues which Indonesia’s role 
will be described are (1) climate change; (2) defamation of religions and freedom of religion, 
(3) indigenous people, (4) migrant workers, (5) terrorism, (6) UN reform specific special 
rapporteur, (7) human rights defenders, and (8) extreme poverty. 

In the UNHRC forum, Indonesia had active role for the Palestine issues including 
Syrian Golan and East Jerusalem. Indonesia was sign request for 5 special sessions to 
respond the human rights condition in Palestine. Furthermore, Indonesia had been as one of 
the sponsor or co-sponsor countries for 7 resolutions and 1 decision of UNHRC related to the 
Palestine Issues. For the Palestine issues, the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
had great role and influence. 

On the other hand, Indonesia was less active for human rights issues in Myanmar, 
while Indonesia is one of the prominent state members of ASEAN which Myanmar is also the 
member. Indonesia was seen to be reluctance to have active role and clear position in 
Myanmar human rights issues. 

Indonesia also has had active role in many international forums concerning to 
climate change. During the membership of Indonesia in UNHRC, there are two resolutions 
on human rights and climate change, resolution 7/23 and resolution 10/4. Indonesia was 
one of the state sponsors for both resolutions. 

For the defamation religion issue, Indonesia had active role in the adoption of the 
resolution on combating defamation of religions. There are 4 specific resolutions on 
combating defamation of religion which sponsored by Pakistan on behalf of the OIC, which 
Indonesia is one of prominent members. The fourth resolutions were adopted with vote 
where Indonesia as well as other members of OIC in UNHRC votes in favor. Unfortunately, 
those resolutions provide international support for domestic laws against blasphemy and 



"injury to religious feelings", which are often abused by governments to punish the peaceful 
expression of disfavored political or religious beliefs and ideas. On the other hand, Indonesia 
as well as other members of OIC in UNHRC voted abstaining for 2 resolutions concerning 
discrimination based on religion or beliefs. This position is in line with the Indonesia’s 
national regulations and practices that not yet free from discrimination based on religion. 

Indonesia also has active role in human rights and migrant workers issue and UN 
reform specific special rapporteur issue. Despite poor and weak condition at national level in 
protecting migrant worker, Indonesia has active role to support UNHRC resolutions 
concerning migrant workers. During Indonesia’s membership, UNHRC was adopting 4 
resolutions concerning migrant workers in which Indonesia had been one of the co-sponsor 
countries for 3 of 4 resolutions. Indonesia’s delegation also submitted a draft resolution on 
migrant worker protection to the UN General Assembly’s committee. 

For the UN reform specific rapporteur issue, UNHRC had adopted 20 resolutions and 
1 decision concerning to mandate of special rapporteur and system of special procedure. 
Indonesia had role as one of the state sponsor for 2 of that resolutions. In the last 10 years, 
Indonesia had received 5 visits of special rapporteurs or representatives. 

Indonesia did not have active and positive role for the next two issues, indigenous 
people and terrorism. UNHRC, during the Indonesia membership, has adopted 4 resolutions 
concerning to indigenous people. Indonesia did not contribute as sponsor or co sponsor. 
Similarly, UNHRC, during the membership of Indonesia, has adopted 4 resolutions 
concerning to human rights and terrorism. The draft of those resolutions were sponsored by 
Mexico and supported by European countries. Indonesia did not involve in sponsoring of 
those human rights and terrorism, despite Indonesia need those resolutions in order to 
protect human rights while continue to combating terrorism. Indonesia also has poor role in 
the human rights defenders and extreme poverty issues. 


